300                   KELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Aunt. Yes: she told her mistress that her father went to the meetings, and her mother went to the church.
Niece. What was that to the question of what religion or opinion she was ?
Aunt. Yes, my dear, she asked her what she was bred to, and it was a proper answer.
Niece. That's true; and so between both, I suppose she was bred to be indifferent to either.
Aunt. No, my dear, 'twas worse than that; and her mistress took it immediately; for she turned pretty quick upon the wench; And so, sweetheart, says she, I suppose you. were bred between them, and go neither to one or t'other.
Yes, madam, says the maid, sometimes I went to one, and sometimes to t'other.
And sometimes to neither, says the mistress.
My father and mother were poor people, madam, says she.
Poor people! says the mistress, what then, child ? They might have carried you to serve God with them, one where or other; their poverty did not hinder that.
That's true, madam, says the maid, but they could not agree about it.
Niece. So, in short, the poor girl was left, between them, without any government or instruction; I suppose that must be the case: a sad example of a family where the husband goes one way and the wife another.
Aunt. Ay, so it was: however, she answered upon the whole, that she was very willing to go to the meeting, since her mistress desired it.
Niece. That was to say, she was perfectly indifferent in the matter, and it would have been the same thing to her, if her mistress had been a church woman, or a Roman catholic, or a Jew, or anything or nothing.